February 1st, 2018
Dear St. Columba’s Fellowship,  
I’ve been thinking a lot about love lately. Don’t worry – I won’t start waxing poetic about my romantic relationship. It started around New Year’s, which my Time for God friends and I celebrated in London. We each picked a word to guide us through the coming year. My friend’s word was “Agape”, a Greco-Christian word which means Divine love. 
Then during my Time for God conference in Wales, one of the big themes was about finding God’s love – in our communities, in our service, and in relationship with each other. 
These two experiences started me pondering the beauty of God’s love for us. He loves us no matter our sins. His love gives us freedom to make mistakes and keep growing. It is a precious gift. 
One of the ways we at St. Columba’s show love is through our care for one another. Another way is by providing a space home for our Mission Partners. We show love when we invite people to Tuesday Coffee Mornings and Wednesday Crafts with a Cause sessions.

Yet another way we show love is through our Winter Support Bags. Our congregation generously donates supplies and funds to create bags with snacks, warm winter clothes, and vouchers. These are beginning to be distributed once per week at Carecent. If you are interested in helping distribute the bags, please contact me at katiestcolumbas@gmail.com.  
In our ministry to each other and the York community, we share God’s love. This is what he asks us to do again and again without hesitation. His love gives us the strength and faith to care for others and offer ourselves in service to them. And we know that God’s divine love – Agape – is bigger than all of us. 
Peace be with you, 
Katie 

February Calendar
Sun 4th    
Communion Service at 10.15 am  

Tues 6th    
Coffee 10.30 am, Worship 12.00 pm 
Weds 7th 
Crafts with a Cause, 1-3 pm

            Elders’ Meeting 7.30pm

Sun 11th   
Worship at 10.15 am  
Tues 13th 
Coffee 10.30 am, Worship 12.00 pm

Weds 14th 
Crafts with a Cause, 1-3 pm

Fri 16th 
12.30 pm Lent Lunch – soup and roll

                        with reflection to follow

Sun 18th 
Worship at 10.15 am  

Tues 20th 
Coffee 10.30 am, Worship 12.00 pm 

Weds 21st 
Crafts with a Cause, 1-3 pm 

Fri 23rd 
12.30 pm Lent Lunch – soup and roll

                        with reflection to follow
Sun 25th   
Worship at 10.15 am 
Tues 27th 
Coffee 10.30 am, Worship 12.00 pm 
Weds 28th 
Crafts with a Cause, 1-3 pm 
Advance Notice:  A Lent Bible Study Group - “Learning from Jesus”- will take place every Thursday morning from March 1st to 29th. The venue is 20 Redwood Drive, Haxby. A leaflet will soon be available with full details.
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Minister:
Rev’d Alison Micklem 

tel: 01904 488291

e-mail: micklem@clara.co.uk
Secretary:
Derek Thomson



tel: 01904 629905

e-mail: JDthomson@btinternet.com
Room Hire:
Kaitlyn Golden
e-mail: katiestcolumbas@gmail.com


Murray Halliday


e-mail: murray.halliday@btinternet.com
Please note that Jim Robertson has stepped down as Chair of the Fabric Committee. Jim, thank you for your many, many years of service to St. Columba’s URC. Your hard work is appreciated!
Please pray for:
· Those in our fellowship who struggle with health issues 
· Our Mission Partners 
· The families across York who struggle to make ends meet

· Homeless people across York and the wider area 

· The various groups which use our building
· The Elders and all their work
· All those affected by political, economic, and climate crises
· The URC  Synod and its work 
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